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SIERRA CLUB ALBUMS

The Sierra Club albums present a fashion show of
outdoor dress spanning the time from 1891 to the pre-

sent day.

Ladies in long dresses and petticoats wearing high
button shoes sit side-saddle or astride their mules. Men
wearing small brimmed hats look sporty in vests. John
Muir on a mule. John Muir rides a white horse. Ladies’

kirts go higher but remain voluminous. Packers wear S &
Angora cha pS Or leather ones. Women protect their . L e

iR R YT EEY

A A s

o
WO

L
»
a
u

L
L L
L]

L
-
W e
W
CRCNCN
e
L
[
-
NN
=
i
'
'
Ll
.
& = @
.
L
.
.
® 5
LN
e
L
iR
L
@ moE
SN
.
§ om a
A
mow
-
"

L]
L}
"
"
"
n
]
fRE W A
W
a
[
L.
"
W

L T
I

El

[

-

& & &4 @ e -

L] 8 i »
B_F W

.
[
=
=
"
=
L

¥
&
L]
T
'
3

*
CC

B
o
1
-
»
[
w
L

LD e T "
e

L N
N W

O W)

" L

L U
" -

L]

o
"
v
a
W e E
'
.
a

U N W L]

5
L]
B
-
#

w
»_*
"
=
»
=
L]
a
#
L]
-
L
[
-
o
L]
®
[
=
W
L}
L
"
B
"
]
1

[l
L]
-

L
"

i
i
I-
w

*
&
"
. . a aE

complexions with wide brimmed hats. Hikers wear high ..
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gold watch chains. Bib overalls are popular. - -~ Y
Looking at the albums you see things that haven't e A5 A -

changed. The dunnage being weighed and loaded on
the mules. The backcountry visitor enjoyed the beauty
whether he hiked or rode a mule. Pack trains thread
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their way through the va ”eyS and climb the mountain o : _ - » L _'
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In these old albums the Sierra peaks, lakes and T '
trails look the same as they do now. The mules and s W O g | B
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horses look the same. It all looks so familiar, you could e, MR S
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The fragrance of coffee and frying bacon whets | |
your appeﬁte as you stand in the chow line. The rest A meetmg On the tra|| at Snow Flat at TUOIUmne MeadOWS

stop by a high lake with the grey granite Sierra peaks in 1906.

outlined against the blue sky. That early spring trip Independence or the deadheading to the point where the Club is first
when the last snowbanks trickle water onto the trall. met. To the packers, these are in many ways the highlights of the trip.

The high elevation lake still blanketed with blue ice. You This was particularly true for me, a so-called "West Side”” packer whose

can see the crest of the Sierra Nevada stretching out to largest previous trip had involved the use of only thirty head of stock.
When | arrived at Independence, | found Allie’'s corrals a very busy

the horizon when the top of the pass is reached. The _ N | orral
place indeed. Packers were arriving from various points in the Valley.

tock Ing In the S _ |
FRCONEL SEaDe OF 00BN Pack Siek gieung | Most of them, with a goodly sprinkling of Independence corral-fence sit-

meadow. The murmur of the stream as_ it flows past ters, were watching Allie at work in the corrals. Here, with two or three
your tent. The people you meet on the trail that become elpers, he was selecting out of more than 150 head the horses and
friends. The comradship around the blazing campfire. mules that were to go on the Club trip. This is no easy job, and only a per-

=

So all remains the same - the Sierra Nevadas, the son with a lifelong experience of handling and knowing stock is qualified

animals, the lakes, the streams, the meadows, the to do 1t properly.
Sierra peaks and the same type of people who The stock was pretty well shod up, because Pete Buckley had been on

enjoyed the backcountry then enjoy it now . . . the hand for several weeks to tend to this exceedingly tough job. And if you

only thing that has changed is the fashion of dress. don’t think | mean tough, just try and shoe a bronc mule some time. This
' year, there were ten of them on the High Trip. Allie says he wishes Luther

W : . .. urbank had been a stock breeder. He might have been able to develop a
ee of S e strain of mules that are born with their shoes on!

With the stock pretty well selected, Allie gave each of us our packing

A WEST SIDE PACKER ON THE HIGH TRIP equipment which consisted of pack saddles with rigging, pack blankets,

BY NORMAN (IKE) LIVERMORE snap ropes, a bell and a blind. Packers furnish their own saddle and

- . - - - - quipment, including a bedroll (weight not over /5 pounds!).
tvery packer in the mountains has heard of Allie Robinson and his outfit, Our start from Independence was in the cool of dawn, but the rest of

but comparatively few have been with him on the Club trip. He has appli- the day was plenty hot! Older packers informed me that our four-day

cations from all sorts of packers—real and imagined—good, bad, and in- S -
diferent. But Alie for the most part takes only Owens Valley packers, ~ dcadhead up the Valley was cooler than usual. | G1gnt say snVBe: b
and there isn't much yearly turnover. | therefore considered myself Marin County. At midday the heat was terrific.

mighty lucky to be assigned one of the 13 strings of mules used on the -

38 trip, and | found that realization did not fall short of anticipation. We never had any leE, SETSNINe VB O SR At Dreshigit and
, - - - dinner. No one seemed to know or care who the cook was going to be

Most club members really don’t get much of an idea qf a high Trip pack- until after the fire was started. There was no grate, and no equioment

er's lite, habits, or viewpoint, so | thought a brief article on such things except frypan, coffeepot and stewpot. Dishwashing was a hasty if not

might be of interest. . . . . e .
First of all, Hightrippers don't see anything at all of the preparations at painstaking chore, and the drying was mostly donCe btynalerd(fc:rgglgae“;g
ontinu
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incoming mai

During the 1919 Sierra Club Outing Joe and Mr.
Bradford with the

Continued to page 23
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he tall tales
ires, it would take a book to recount all thi 15
And ahs forbcftT)efrlereare a few that apply particularly to High tT)ntphpeag:(érrllgt
g Fox: A nighthawk of this name was a good hand, but a con-
. One-eyte u0 in the morning. Often he would unroll his bedding mte ik
——— Iapce in mid-afternoon, only to remove it to some_remgn g
SpICUOUSkp that Allie couldn't find him early in the morning. d slept A TR R B e,
s d_adr H'zob ed under a mass of packsaddles and equipment an : nP_ R S AR N s 8
ing’ B)l,Jt finally his evil deeds caught up with him. In the b Boy
— ht at a high camp, Allie chanced to que’ up an fise Skar
g%icﬂ;ﬁg gloomily over the remnagts ofht(:n% c;vg:énagnz (r:f(l)nv:pl l(:raﬁ’t g

- ' fully, "1 done hi P

be%-:r:leg%I?eg'al?ﬁe stories about this tamous High Trip cook are legion. & . o .

".:_.'._ b S

£
N

. s ..‘. I_.'I.‘\*.":.I. '-|. . W

weight and contents of his bedroll. The —

Many of tlhemeieaztgeerraatt;%mamjewiII %ecome inqre_asngly SO m_the ):(efrjt’:lo e
s ﬁ all such st(;ries, there was an original foundation o t : tha e e VR e
. bUtt I g halt dozen present High Trip packers will swehar 0 = L e *
s . Iet seems that Dan’s bedroll was famed for being very eavymis-
followqﬁ: condition went on from year to year until finally th? c?_?: =
e kls svho loaded heavy stoves with ease could scarcely li R
o ’pa% %rroll One day when Dan happened to leave campd T
COOk? s the bedroll was weighed, and its contents examlnte g
i il reported to be well over 100 pounds, and the conte -
Werliigt ;vsasa r[rjlule’s moods. Most important |t'em of foreign matter,
\tﬁ)wever was thirty pounds of assorted hambongs. - bt b &

Air Mattresses: A certain packer had been given S

ot acktripper. After endless blowing, he finally succe 5
admlrlnhg_ : ew-fangled creation, and trudged off happily to d'ml:te’. sless
flatlngd Ilesftn Allie tarried and let all the air out. After two nig :rked +
- ker didn't notice that the bag was deflated, but he rem ade any
}\rllleieptahcatehe’d be damned It he could notice that the mattress m
dIfgere:fcsehaetrglelt!nOhnlstﬁlee?gflintgr.ip, one of the old time pa_clkers V\éaas r;gtrﬁg
I I?los voracious and everlasting appetite. Along the_tral_”(:nsenow)lin =
. him a can of jam. This he proceeded to mix with s G s
s ner until he had succeeded in consuming all of 't-f Ob o
v mhan became sick as a dog, and was In great distress olr1 De -
g Vthen he recovered enough to voice his sentiments, Itsh(a)t ;
?e]l?nnarak (:\?gs TUNESIRHS 10 GRS XAOWA. Whiea Ehey 5055 0 T
£ e sick.” |

g ?Ije]alir?ev;?‘ualdpgigf.rxs the years roll by, packers W'”f comerand
go Sé'ﬁ? IIShope that the Righ Trip and Sierra packing will go on forever.
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| tant role in the Sierra wt
Photography plays an impor |
Club effor%s to preserve the wilderness atnde AeristeI:
Adams has been the man to present natur R
impact and clarity. There would be no wa;;\ to ImAdams
how much the beautiful photographs o.f nse
have helped in the struggle for-conservatlon. 14 3
In the Sierra Club Bulletin Ada trrls NVin:gtge o 58 b - JRAREe - U]
e AR o Tl Bk b - e
(S)'r?érf Ansel Adams is as poetic with his words 22 gﬁ - —_
S vs;ith his camera as he tells about the campir
his 1931 trip.
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