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*Meonache Touwr ...'1925."..

~Our camp was in ‘Manache Meadows~

Rena.. | ...my herse, ‘Billy.

b, 3y, 3930

'1925".. by: Rena Beth ‘Meore

‘Beautiful ‘Monache, swrrounded by timbered slopes
and granite peaks; a green mountain meadow,
9,410 feet above sea level, where cattle grazed and
drank froem snew-fed streams. A picturesque scene
frem any point.

We rede in from the north trail, and edged the
meadow toward a log cabin along tall pines. As we
approachied the corral a young cowbeoy came to meet
us, to take care of the fiorses and pack mules.
Geaige Brown, owner of the cabin, and the cattle,
dismounted and intreduced us to this smiling young
man. Catherine Baily, daughiter of the superin-
tendent of the Cartage Chemical Corporation, and
her fiance, Joe Parker, and myself, chaperone !
Ttwas '1925," and we were all on a week's ..>>>
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fwith .. * ‘Brown *’Bcule/y & * Parker.

D . _
*Cathierine...
and |
Rena Moare..> il 0 P
cont..>>....herseback tour @f the dautﬁa’n ﬁzgﬂ
country of the Sierra ‘Nevada Mountains.
Geoige ‘Brown was our fost and guide, as fie
fiad knewn that section of the Sierra’s since
baoyhood. ‘e knew the trails and the most
interesting places to show us.
Cattierine and Joe were college students fiome
to Cartage for the swmmer. Cartage was a
plant town ' three miles north of Olancha,
where Geoige Brown fad s ranch. The neat
nearest town to Cartage was Lone Pine,
wenty-three miles north. Situated on tfie
western shores of Owen's Lake ..Cartage was
net a place of much interest to young peaple,
so, Cathierine's 'Dad fiad suggested this..>>>
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>>>Mountain tour...

Just about everyone in Tnyo County knew fow 1
enjoyed the mountains, se T was asked to join the
tour as a chaperone ! .. And 1 was delighited !
My mother was visiting in Cartage, as 1 had we
younger brothers warking there, so she offered to
look after my tweo baby boys, which selved my
enly problem.

Geaige Brown occasienally rode in to ‘Manachie
during the summer to cfieck on the cattle and the
twe young men who stayed there, often gwing
them a few days te ride out for a visit iome, while
fie enjoyed a figh country rest. Hewas a
thoughitful and friendly man and a perfect fost.
And a fantastic cook ! e enjoyed cooking, and
insisted on preparing every meal, and they were
all delicious ! ‘Not enly did Re insist on doing all
the cooking, fe wished to preform fiis magic...>>>
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..>> alone in the kitchien, and

encouraged us te relax in the fiammaocks
under the pines until the meal was ready. Se,
we did .. without any ceaxing !

One of the twe packed mules , Geerge brougfit
in with us was loaded with food, fresh vegetab
les and. fruit from fis ranch, and twe
fiomemade chiery pies | One the other mule
was our luggage, and a few things the boys
boys folks fad sent up. Tf you are wendering
fiow e carried twe pies up inte the mountains
on a mule, it's simple. e covered each pie
with an empty pie tin, upside down, wrapped. it
in a distitowel, and placed it in a shallow
cardboard box ....and they anived in perfect
condition.

The cabin was definitely a man's retreat,
comfortable with ne frills, just gun racks and
deer fiorns aderned the walls; ndian rugs
and blankets were the enly colorful things
except the bright patctiverk quilt on the bed in
the guest reom, nwhich Cathierine and 1
shared.

Our first all day ride was to Jordan ‘ot
Springs. We traveled. through patcties of un-
spoiled wilderness, over woaded ridges..>>>
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..... cont.. *'Menactie Tour ........
..... >> and through fragrant, piny forests,

under a blue, cloudless sky .. stopping at a
picturesque peint along Snake Creek for lunchi.
7az‘da.n tHot Splingd s a pwféc‘t vacation dpa,t

Creek meanders tﬂmugﬁ the camp, and Kern |
Ruver is near by.

We enjoyed natural fiot mineral baths, and
tasted seme pure water frem a seda spring
(ugh) which is suppased. to be very healtfiful.
We were late leaving there, b ut, arrived backs,
at George's cabin before summer darkness detw
in, tired and Rungry. 1t enly teok nunutes e"" oF
for Gearge to get a meal together, as the boys ?fr ..‘
ad a big fire going in the kitchien range, and

and a laige teakettle of water boiling.

The next day we fitked around the

] . il 1\
suireunding countryside ..and dewn to the r:{"{‘&
south fork of Kern River, where Joe and ) _4:
Geoige fished awtile. Catfierine and 1 did %‘é‘ﬂ

seme explering, and went wading in a sfiallow
place in the curve of a tiny side stream. "We
frightened a bobcat from fiis sunning rock; te
eat our lunchon it ! e did'nt seem to ...>>>
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LA ....>>nund tee much, and prebably fiad
Iu#;u‘

enough spying on us anyhiow.

Touring areund the High country is maost
rewarding, en foot or horseback, and the
days slipped by teo quickly. The day we
rede to Templeton ‘Meadows was
unforgettable. "We found. the day crammed
S Jull of exciting scenery, and had several
2.‘.#’ hint" ,‘: glimpses of wildlife along the way. We met
‘h; i ._“_ i »ﬂ’\ two packtrains and anotfier  group of

i ;/ (\v "\ﬁ- horseback riders just plugging aleng like
'” we were,

The solitude and serenity of the day was
was net disturbed all the way back to
,'\. ‘Monactie and we truly enjoyed it. ‘Dinner
. was climaxed with the mest delicious slice
T b of cake T ever ate ! George baked it and
"« | l\ .\ﬂt completely smotfiered. it with whipped cream
e (N '.;, =~ between the layers and all over it !

: RPN We fad fresh milk every meal because

ot &"'ﬂ% boys kept a milk cow in a pasture near
T Waho cabin, and they even churned butter !
One day while George was out checking on
the cattle, Toe dezed in the hammeack and
Catherine sfiampoeed her fair, 1 wandered
off dewn an interesting traul, and .....>>>
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*Menache Towr....." 1925."
..>>walked farther than 1 realized
§  until the sun was almest setting.
i ren 1 scampered across the meadow
and into the cabin .. everyone was abeout to sit down

to dinner. Their glances were more or less questioning,
until Joe remarked, ' Some chaperene yow are ! ..

then everyone laughied,
and T explained fow it was.

Our week was over all too scon. But, it certainly
was net seen forgotten, by me at least. After some
forty-eight years, 1 can still remember almast every
incident, and many other figh-country adventures
that- T enjoyed in the
marvelous and primitive world know as the

*Sterra ‘Nevada ‘Mountains !
i Wlanacﬁa

*Cathierine Baily & *Rena Moare, *Geo. Brown's, cabin.



