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Preface

I am writing this papein order torediscover to the extent possible, the original Hockett Trail across the
Sierrasl have searched 2 y | yoRsevgral Hays onlinor about a yeatrying to uncover old
recordsandbookson the subject of the HockeTrail.| only invested time in findinfyee online sources
anddid not find anyobviouspublished worksluring my search (i.e. History of the Hockett Tr&il)

waiting so long to write up a report, this has allowed me access to other documents | would not have
come across a yeago. For example, the USGS now has a historical map data base. Users can simply
click on a quad and see what maps are available. Another example is a historical book printed in 1913
surfaced from Google Books and was offered freely to the public.

In addifon to free online resources, | discoverand retrieveda map from the National Park Service, a
photo of ahand drawn map from the USDA Forest Service, and historical topography maps of the area
from the United States Geological Survey (USGS). | imageaggathese resources were not ysily
available to past users who have tried to find the Hockett Trail. Just as these sources have now become
available online, | am sure there are still others out there that will serddier this has been written.

When using the maps | primarily stuck with the USGS 1907 and 1909 maps as a guide. | then used the
written descriptions found in the sources used for this document. If there wiscaepancypetween
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what was written and what was on the map, | checked it with the next available USGS mgap
positionwhich was made id956.1 would then take into consideraticall the sourcesindevidencel

had before maalong with some knowledge of the ardahenchose the route | thought would make the
most serse as a result.

My goal is to make this documeatsiarting point and hopefullgtir discussion and additional research.
| encourage critiquingf this document in order to provideelpful discussios Discussions regarding
making the documentnore accurate so users cane day retrace the stepghat somany users before
us did over 150 years ago.

Known Source Issues

Sources used for this document are maps and documents supplied by thé, &Gshal Park Servige
and USDA Forest ServicEhese documents and maps wéoeind online. Other sources include
historical magazine articles, books, and personal accounts.

There are discrepancies between all three of Bezleralagencies regarding ormaainsection of the

Hockett Trail. This occurs around the Little Kern RivaindgeNS 3 NRAY 3 | ay 2 NI KSNY NI
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are discussed further in the document.

The USGS maps from 1909 and 1907 are on a scale of 1:250,000. The 1956 USGS map is a 1:24,000 scale
map. The problems here are potentially some trails left off the older and larger scaleTiagroblem
primarilyoccurredwhen the Hockett Trail arrived at the Little Kern Riveglied more heavily on

written descriptions fronthe magazine articles and books | have used to come with my determinations

of where the trail went.

Fairly recent publications versus older publications also have a major discrepancy betweeii tlesm.
books centeon where the Hockett Trail goes once across Windy Galearthe Little Kern River. Some
say the trail goes over Coyote Pass and further east. Other publicatiotisesagil went south to Trout
and thenback up the Kern River canydrhis idurther discussed in the document.

Brief History of the Hockett Trail

The HocketfTrail is an historical trek across the southern Sierra Nevada mountains. It was used by pack
trains, the army, and recreationalists for several decdd#swing its completionThe trail was named

after the founder, John B. Hockett, in 1863. It was being constructed at the thamas the Jordan Tralil
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Sierra. In 1865, a couple years following the completion of the Hockett Trail, traders created a wagon

' USGS Historical 1:125,000 Kaweah, 1909, and Olancha(répéiited in 1936)Maps

% Challenge of the Big Trees. Online eBdutp://www.cr.nps.gov/history/online_bookélilsaver
tweed/chap3c.htm

% Trails Across the Mountains: 1834 to 1864 [hand map]
http://goldentroutwilderness.files.wordpress.com/2013/08834 to 1864 historic_trail_ map_sequoia.jpg
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http://www.cr.nps.gov/history/online_books/dilsaver-tweed/chap3c.htm
http://goldentroutwilderness.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/1834_to_1864_historic_trail_map_sequoia.jpg

route over Walker Padsarther south Athough it would take longer to complete the journagross the
mountains it was much safer and easier than the Hockett Trail. Hbeketttrail still remained and
allowed a variety of people to access this area of the Sierra Nevada modntains

As with the passage of time the use ajaime Hockett Trail has varied. Some sections are over grown or
have disappeared causing new routes to be created. Most of the trail still exists today and can be
retraced. The beginning and ending portions of the trail are now paved roads. The tras gassagh

both the National Park Service and USDA Forest Service jurisdictions, but primarily resides within the
C2NBald {SNBAOSQa D2t RSy ¢NRdzi 2Af RSNySaao

Section 1 z Three Rivers to Hockett Meadows

The Hockett NI} Af &AGFNISR Ay GKS ORAG @ rapvbulditriNeBsSto sekhd S NA
east and follow up the South Fork Kaweah River. This route is presently a road called S. Fork Drive. The
road dead ends near the beginning of two present dajldr Onerail continuesheadngeast up the

South Fork Kaweah, whichkisown as the Lady Bug Trail. The other trail, known today as the South Fork
Kaweah Traikouthand east up along north side of Dennison Peak ridge. The Lady Bug Trail ends 1.4
milesup the river. The South Fork Kaweah Trail is 9 miles long and connects to a plateau where Hockett
Lakes and Hocket Meadows reside. @megythink the 9 mile trail is the old Hockett Trail when in fact is

the Lady Bug Trail.

At the end of the Lady Bug Tirttie Hockett Trail continued up the river for approximately anothd50

mile, crosses the South Fork Kaweah River, and proceeds east up the ridge that divides the South Fork
Kaweah River and Garfield Cre®kis is basedn two maps from theUSG$ theyears 1909 and 1956
(seeimages 1 an@). The trail in 1909 went up the South Fork Kaweah and along the ridge north of Slide
Canyon(Garfield Creek)The trail eventually connected with other tragisthe confluence of the South

Fork Kaweah River, Tuo@lyeek, and outlet flow from modern day Hockett Lakes

* Dilsaver, Lary M. and William C. Tweed. 1@allenge of the Big TreeSequoia National History Association,
Inc. Online bookhttp://www.cr.nps.gov/history/online_books/dilsavetweed/index.htm
®USGS 1956 Topography Map 1:25000 scale



http://www.cr.nps.gov/history/online_books/dilsaver-tweed/index.htm

Image 1¢ USGS 1956 Map showing Hockett Trail crossing South Fork Kaweah and climbing east
near Garfield Creek.
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Image2 ¢ USGS Kaweah 1909 map with trail going up South Fork Kawe&tidecCanyon




If a person was to try to retrace this path, the trail beyond Lady Bug to present day Hockett Lakes is no

more. The tread may be visible in some areas, but the brushakas ovemmuch of the trailOne could
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day South Fork Kaweah Trail, which joins back in with the historical Hockett Trail just south of Hockett

Lakes. The trail then goes north tdrail junction near Hockett Meadows.

Section 2 z Hockett Meadows to Little Kern River

Just prior to Hockett Meadows the trail junctions with a present day trail going southeast towards Sand
Meadows. It is at this junction the Hockett Trail turns towardsdSMeadows and proceeds towards
Windy Gap and down to where Quinn Horsecamp (see irBageom there the trail went north to Wet
Meadows and down to Little Kern River.

The USDA Forest Service map displaying various trail system shows the Hocketingrdibgo to

Quinn Cabin and then down the present day Newlywed Trail that follows Soda Spring Creek. Using the
USGS Kaweah 1909 mayrail downalongSoda [Spring]Creek did not exjsee Image). The

generalized National Park Service map suggests #ilectossedVindy Gap and thethrough Wet
Meadows(see Imagel). Looking at the USGAS09 Kawealmap, it would be easier to ascend over

Windy Gap then going up the pass just west of Wet Meadows. The Quinn Horsecamp was likely a place
to camp for the nights designated on the USGS map (see in3age
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Imae3 C Tiystemfrom Hocket Meadows to Little Kern River. No trail down Soda Creek.
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Image4 ¢ National Park Service generalized map of Hockett Trail location.

Section 3 z Little Kern River to Trout Meadows (South) and Little Kern

River to Kern River (North)

Section 3 of the Hockett Trail is where sources diffethe exact route of the Hockett Trailhe USGS

1909 map shows trails going over Coyote Pass and down towards Trout Meadows (see3maad 5).

The USDA Forest Service map displays the Hockett Trail splitting anéhgwmitiy directions as the

USGS magrhe National Park Service has the trail going over Coyote Pass only (see imAduysok).
published in 2000 by James Gregory M8aencurs withthe Nationd Park Service. The 18@Rittings

article from J. R. Moore says it went south to Trout Meadows as well as the book published by Eugeene
and Dodg@in 1913.

Using those sources mentionédelieve the original trail went down to Trout Meadows. People could

access the trail for longer periods of time by going the southern route to Trout Meadows. | suspect

sometime after the Hockett Trail was built and then abandoned in favor of the Walker Pass route in
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used later in the season, around late July to early August when the snow had completely melted. Coyote

Pass sits at approximately 10,250 feet elevation. Snow would likely be along the trail and pass creating
increaseddifficulty and higler risk depending on the mode of transportatidgxcerpts frond.R. Moor@

1898atrticle states hexperienced snow blocking his path and had to take the old HockettnBailthe

end of June;

® Moore, James Gregory. 20@Bxploring the Highest Sierratandford University Press, California.

"Moore, J.R. 1898routing Over the Old Hockett Trailuting Volume 33

® Menefee, Eugene L., and Fred A. Dodge. 18i8oryof Tulare and Kings Counties California with Biographical
Sketches of The Leading men and Women of the Counties Who Have Been Identified with Their Growth and
Development from the Early Days to Presétistoric Record Company. Los Angeles, California.



http://library.la84.org/SportsLibrary/Outing/Volume_33/outXXXIII01/outXXXIII01e.pdf
http://books.google.com/books?id=M4MrAQAAMAAJ&num=16
http://books.google.com/books?id=M4MrAQAAMAAJ&num=16
http://books.google.com/books?id=M4MrAQAAMAAJ&num=16

We left Visalia on the 21st of June, and, as the snow in the Gap was not to be trusted so early in
the season, were obliged to take the old Hockett Trail up the south fork of the Kaweah River,
regulating our marches by the feeding grounds where pasturaageavailable for our animals.

Our route, therefore, led us by Tuohey Meadows, Soda Springs and Trout Meadows, thence into
the Kern, a much longer and far more difficult journey.

CNRY 9dASSYS IyR 52R3ISQa 022171 Llzo kettArkilSum itsirgitem pmo
through the Sierras. The author states the trail joined in with the Jordan Trail, which was to the south of
Coyote Pass. On page 127, the author writes the follovéi@mnmencing at Three Rivers, proceeded up

the south fork of theKaweah, passing the Hockett lakes and meadows and joined the Jordan trail,

continuing on its route to Big Keg.

Further evidence of the Hockett Trail going south to Trout Meadows and then north up the Kern River
canyon can be seen today near the boundary of the Golden Trout Wilderness and National Park Service
near the Kern River Ranger Station. Users traveling south along the Kern River will pass from the Park
Service into the Golden Trout Wilderness. Just past the boundary of the Golden Trout Wilderness sign is
a smaller sign in a tree stating users are dristoric trail titted Hockett Trail built in 1861.

These earlier published works state the trail went sowtfi rout Meadows and not east over Coyote

Pass. However, as previously stated, | believe once the trail from Farewell Gap to Coyote Pass was

create dzASNBR (221 GKIFIG a&aK2NI Odzié 2NJ I ay2NIKSNYy N
Sierra Nevada mountains. It would have been done later in the season and this is why the USDA Forest
Service shows the trail going in both directions.

Continung on fromthe Little Kern River, the Hockett Trail paralleled the river for a short distance to the
east. Once the Little Kern Rivaanfluencewith Shotgun Creek, the river changed directioent south.

The Hockett Trail continued east a short distate®ifle CreekiF-romRifle Creek, the trail went south
towards Lion MeadowsT he trail is still present today and known as Lion Meadows Whin the trail
approaches Burnt Corral Meadows, it continues east towards Deep Creek and then to Trout Meadows.
There is split in the trail just after Deep Creek but before arriving at Trout Meadow. The old Hockett Trail
may have stayed on the northern path. However, users would have to double back if their destination
was at Trout Meadows or they would cross theatcghere (see imag8). Likely the original trail took

the more southern path that lead directly into the lower end of Trout Meadows to junction with other

trail systems.
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Image5 c Hockett Trail travellng south though Lion Meadows to Burnt Corral Meadowl east to
Trout Meadows.

Taking the northern route, the trail woulthve gone north along the Little Kern to join up with the trail
leading east to Coyote Pass and eventually down to the Kern River/Golden Trout Creek junction. This

would save severahiles when compared to heading south to Trout Meadows then back north up the
Kern Canyon.



Imageb6 ¢ Hockett Trail locations shawby adark red/orange colarThe round dotted black line is also
the Hocket Trail which goes over Coyote Pass.

Section 4 z Trout Meadows to Groundhog Meadow

The Hockett Trail goes north from Trout Meadows. The trail dives down into the Kern River canyon and
follows along the west side of the rivpassing by Kern and Little Kern Lakesce at the Kern River

Ranger Stationhie trail thenproceeds north for about 0.75 miles. If the northern route was accessible,
the trail would join the southern route at present day Kern River Ranger Station. The tra@agbes

across the Kern River, climbs up Golden Trout Creek, and dug &fadrn CanyorAs previously stated
FTNRY GKS w™dwm Kit [HokkatiTeaileBntinbiet! 2P| e stdeam to a point near the lower

Funston meadows, whence crossing and ascending the wall of the Kern ¥afiyon

The USDA Forest Service, National Parki&erand USGS maps all show a trail system existing and
being labeled as the Hockett Trail. There is no problem from this point on in rediscovering where the
Hockett Trail wentimage7 below shows the USGS 1907 Olancha map and the trail system antleat ti

 Menefee, Eugene L., and Fred A. Dodge. 1913









