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floor.		Just	before	reaching	the	southwest	base	of	the	cone,	a	wide	graded	road	crosses	the	highway.		As	
indicated	by	a	county	road	sign,	this	is	Cinder	Road	built	by	a	firm	who	quarries	the	redddish-brown	ash	
for	use	in	cinder	blocks.	

	
Turn	east	here	and	after	0.5	miles	turn	right	again	on	the	old	road	leading	back	in	a	westerly	

direction.		Follow	this	road	0.6	miles	to	its	end	at	the	Fossil	Falls	parking	area.		From	here	it	is	less	than	a	
mile	by	good	trail	to	the	top	of	Fossil	Falls.	

	
As	you	hike	along	the	trail,	notice	the	rocks	around	you.		The	dark	ones,	most	prevalent,	are	basalt	

lava	which	flowed	from	vents	and	fissures	in	the	Coso	Mountains	to	the	east.		The	reddish-brown	
material	is	cinder	thrown	from	Red	Hill,	the	crater	behind	you.		Also	seen	occasionally	are	pieces	of	
lightweight	gray	pumice	and	shiny	black	obsidian,	further	testimony	of	this	region's	violent	volcanic	past.	

	
At	the	falls	the	lava	flow	seems	to	have	cooled	and	stopped,	forming	a	high	bluff.		It	is	here	the	

ancient	Owens	River	plunged	downward	in	a	series	of	steps	to	the	valley	below.		Notice	how	the	water	
has	smoothed	the	coarse	basalt	and	eroded	weird	shapes	at	the	top	of	the	falls.		Notice	too,	the	numerous	
potholes	ground	by	the	action	of	boulders	swirling	in	the	once	turbulent	water.		This,	then,	is	Fossil	Falls,	
a	geologic	curiosity	left	high	and	dry	in	a	world	of	constant	change.	




