Rose Valley

Rose Valley 1s located in Inyo County between Owens Valley on the north (south of
Olancha), and Indian Wells Valley on the south (north of Nine Mile Canyon)

In 1864 territory from Mono and Tulare Counties had been set aside to be later called
Coso County This did not materialize, so in 1866 1t was organized and became Inyo County,
making Independence the County Seat.

Inyo County 1s the second largest county in Califorma, yet with less population than many
smaller counties. The name Inyo according to W A Chalfant 1s the Indian word meaning
"dwelling place of the Great Spirit"

To the west of Rose Valley 1s the southern end of the Sierra Nevada Mountains, east are
the Coso and Argus Mountain Ranges. Sierra 1s derived from the Spanish language meaning,
"saw-tooth mountain", and Nevada 1s also from the Spanish language meaning, "snow covered"

The south end of Rose Valley 1s the narrow end of a large funnel, with 1t becoming larger
the further north you go, causing a pressure area which pushes the rain clouds up over the
mountain ranges, giving us the and valley

Between the years 1861 and 1971 many changes have taken place. With the entrance of
white man nto the valley came the birth of several communities.

The only remaining community today in Rose Valley 1s Little Lake, 22 miles north of
Inyokern and 50 miles south of Lone Pine. There 1s camping and fishing at Little Lake Ranch,
food and lodging at Little Lake Hotel, also a post office, and service station to serve the people.



This community 1s a welcome place to many travelers today as 1t was 1n the past, giving
them a chance to rest before going on their way or spending the mght.

Little Lake has played 1ts part in past history. With many springs i the area it was a
watering place for Indians and early prospectors.

In 1873 Remi Nadeau built a way station here to water and feed his teams on his route to
Los Angeles. Stage coaches, cattle drovers, weary horse travelers all stopped here for arest and a
cooling drink of water

Before the entrance of white man 1n the valley 1t provided food and shelter for the Indian.
It has been proven the Indian was here 3000 plus years ago.

It was on the Little Lake Ranch that Willy Stahl first found the site of Pinto Man. In 1948
under the direction of Doctor Mark Harrington of Southwest Museum the site was excavated and
found to contain many stone artifacts. The site was named Stahl Site after the discoverer

The findings at this site gave man a great insight into the culture of these people and some
1dea how this valley looked.

It was found this valley once hosted green fertile land, many trees and flowing streams,
and much wild game.

The Owens Ruver, at one time 1 history, flowed from the north over what 1s now called
Upper Fossil Falls (located east of the red cinder cone mountain on the Little Lake Ranch),
continuing along the lava chffs through the now present lake onto the lower valley At the top of
the falls along what was once the edge of the river you can see the remains of Indian house rings.
Looking closely you will find grinding holes 1n the lava rocks. Very few chips or artifacts are
found here. I'm sure this 1s due to flood waters washing them down over the falls onto the lower
falls and out nto the valley

With the passing of time (thousands of years) many earthly and atmospheric changes have
taken place, giving us the and valley of today These changes bring us to the Indians of the
valley before the entrance of white man, Indians of the Shoshone Culture, the Piute.

The Piute weaver of this and the surrounding areas were known to be outstanding in their
basket making. Their weaving was finely woven with intricate designs.

Many desert plants and trees i the mountamns provided much of their food, pine nuts,
acorns, mesquite bean, chia, wild gran, and squaw tea to name a few There must have been
many many more unknown to white man.

Fresh meat was provided by the hunters, rabbit, deer, bear, or any wild game available.

Many plants of the desert were used for medication. One story told to me, about the
treatment of a a white man, I feel 1s well worth repeating. at this point. It seems that one of Little
Lake's residents had a sore on the top of his hand and one of the doctors had classified 1t as skin
cancer An Indian man told this man he could cure the sore. Feeling he had nothing to lose he
let the Indian try The Indian went out 1n search of the plants he would need. The basic plant
was called squaw root, the other things added were not made known. After gnnding these items
together he placed 1t upon the sore then wrapped 1t with a rag, told the man not to take 1t off and
he would be back 1 a week. This was in the early 1900's. The Indian man returned n a week,
removed the dressing, took a kmfe and loosened the edges of the sore and when he lifted the scab
it came off 1n the shape of an octopus. The area healed leaving a small scar

Climbing over the lava chffs and walking through the sandy desert 1t 1s possible to find
signs of Indian camp sites long forgotten. Obsidian flakes, beads, and grinding stones are all
indications of a camp. If you are lucky you may find an arrow pomnt or two

Scattered among the rocks along the old nver bed and lake are many pictographs and
petroglyphs, some extend up the cliffs so high they are out of sight unless you desire to climb up,
others have been covered by the rising waters and sand.

My husband Eddie, an amateur archaeologist, has quite a large collection of artifacts from
this and surrounding areas. Included 1n his collection are artifacts from southern Cahforma to
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Little Lake was homesteaded on October 18, 1898, by Charles W Wittock. Mr Whittock
operated a store, cafe, and had a small post office to serve the people, 1n a thick adobe walled
building. To the north of the adobe was a saloon, to help wash the dust from the throats of the
cowboys, travelers, and other workers 1n the area.

On December 12, 1908, Mr Wittock sold the easement to the Nevada-California
Railroad.

Mr Shuttock purchased the land from Mr Whittock on April 15, 1910, and continued 1n
the same line of business.

Mr William W Bramlette bought the land from Mr Shuttock on November 2, 1915 Mr
Bramlette, a very ambitious man, immediately started to put in new buildings and improvements.
He first built a new store, then a garage and a new hotel, along with many other buildings used
for various purposes.

The Little Lake land was sold by the Bramlette family in 1952, and since that time there
have been numerous owners.

In 1908 the Southern Pacific Railroad began to lay rails from Mojave to "Siding 16", now
Inyokern, then to "Siding 17" later called Leliter, on to "Siding 18", known as Brown, then
continuing to Lattle Lake 1in 1909

The inducement for the Southern Pacific to bring the rail from Mojave to Indian Wells
Valley, Rose Valley, and then continuing on to the Owens Valley was the proposed construction
of the Los Angeles Aqueduct.

With the railroad completed as far as Siding Sixteen, families began arriving to work on
the railroad and the Aqueduct construction, or to farm.

Supply and demand brought into being Inyokern, Leliter and Brown. It also expanded the
business of Little Lake. Many families took out homesteads, planning their future in raising
cattle, farming, or developing a business for tourists.

Many people hiving 1n the valley today are children and grandchildren of these hard
working men and women, the true pioneers of our valleys.

After the completion of the Railroad and the Los Angeles Aqueduct, many people
followed other jobs, but many remained to carry on here in the valleys. This decline in
population also brought a decline 1n the business portions of the communities. By 1951 Leliter
and Brown were truly ghost towns, and today all that may be seen to show where once had stood
are a few foundations and bared ground.

The people from Brown and Leliter moved to Inyokern and Little Lake, enlarging these
two communities. These two communities are the only two remaining of the original populated
areas 1n the early 1900's.

In the 1900's pack stations continued to be a retreat for the city dwellers, with camping
and fishing giving them relaxation from the fast pace of city hiving. Little Lake, Thelan, Cowan,
and Sam Lewis pack stations were a few along the old Midland Trail road.



