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in Oweny valley for poor peaple to get a
good home for very little money, and to

LIS b : ; X get wealthy by and by, For people of
x" Interesting Deseription of | neans Aiat 1o nvex{y good chasoe  for

g ;-mMpgg wgus mm, e o e sl

i 9 ¢ ; investments. :
W 1t by A bchellmg. The White mountains and the Fugo
A mountaing carry Jots of minerals.

: present are the Defiance at Darwin
- People. (silver and lead), the Lookount (silver
4 SRIE AT ?ndldlnd )é u;]e georgin. opponi%g )Bi!bop.
: (gold) and the Sacramento (gold).
Consarvative Htatonients About Xts | Ty o is plao an extensive gmiue of the
Boenery knd Kenources, Both Ag= | finest Cavara marble opposite Lone
ricultural and Minoral—Need Pine in the southern part of the valley,
of a Rallroad. and a large deposit of borax in the
Salone valley, east of the southern part
of Owenas valley.
A. Schelling, the well-known vinegar | The Owens lake in the Southern land
4 8ud pickle mannfacturer of Loe Angeles, | of Owens valley containg a very high
lately eold his business to James Hill, g:{:ﬁ)‘:ﬂgtof‘n%& IAB‘ I‘ljngmtll::{:kdoi.
® prominent vinegar and’pickle manu- g0L & © land along H
footurer from Keokui, lowa, and spent where they evaporate the water and

t L manufacture it into soda.
" p faw weeks in Owene valley, inyo
_vounty, for o rest, He seturned from
there this week and isfnlly satisfied ihat
the Oweny valley, which is of a moun-
teinous ecenery like Switzerland, not de-
veloped yet, but willin a very sh:ort time
be ws dencely populated as any good
country of tha United States. .

Mr. Scusiling expresses the impres-
gion which he received from Owens val-
lev a8 tollows:

[ coneider Owena valley as one of
the mcest, healthiest and most fertile
cunnivies [ uver saw; 8 good home fer
the poor and jor the rich., The eleva-
tion of tue valiey is 2600 to 4000 feet
ghove gea level, 'Lhig elevation, the

saod, dry air and the total absence of
7 y makes it one of the healthiest coun-
tries on earth, The temperature in
piimimer rikes sometimes to 100 deg. and
fuils in winter to 25 deg.

Qoearionally one or two inches of
snow falls in the valley, but it disap-
pears goon after the sun bas risen.

Lue heat duringthe summer is always
moderated by an agreeable breezs from
tie snow-clad mountains, In spring
this breeze changes into a pretty strong
wind, but not of a velocity to do any
damuge. October 26th the thermometer
at Citrus stution showed 70 degrees, F.,
at §:39 2.m., end the weather was bright
and clear. ‘There wae only one clondy
day during my presence in Owens val-
ley. The rainfall very seldom exceeds
tnree inches. This dry climate makes
QOwens valley exceedingly fit for drying
fruite, especially for the culture of rais-
i6: 2.

The present population of Owens val-
lev 13 about 3000, There are about 800
Indians of the Piute tribe in the valley.
They are all good-natured and civilized.
Their children attend an English echool
and are as intelligent as the white chil-
dren,

Owens valley could very easily sup-
port half a million inhabitants, a8 it
containg abont 500,000 acres of good till-
able land and plenty of mineral re-
sourees. The reason why it is not bet-
ter settled is probably the want of good
communicatiyng with more deasely
populated counties, and, therefore, the
want of facilities for a good market. As
the valley is eituated between two high
mountain ranges, the Sierra Nevadas on
the weet and the White and Inyo moun-
taing on the esst, 1t naturally has only
two outlets—one towards the north and
one eouth.

Toweard the north a narrow-gauge raii-
road—the Carson and Colorado rail-
road —rune a train every other day from

"Keeler to Reno and vice versa, in con-
nection with the Central Pacific rail-
road, but the charges of thia railroad
- mre 8o high that it ie almost impessible
- impossible for the farmers toghip tbeir
products to the principal mgrket placea
of Northern California, Sacf#mento an
San Francisco. At tﬁ& outh , .
of the valley is a stage ro
Mojave deeert to M
from the southern partt
about 100 miles. A folir<
rucning botween Mojavern
liitle villago on the ne al
stage leaves Mojave for Ke
Tuesday and Saturday evel e
Ageler for Mojave every Monday and
‘hursday merning. It changes the
borses four times on each trip, which
is made in about 24 hours. A railroad
is projected and franchised from Mojave
to the Owens valley, and as soon as this
1ailroad i# running th({”vulley will come
to the very front and gettled rapidly.

The eoil of the Owens valley is very
productive where it is irrigated, and
thiere is abundance of water there to
irrigate with, The water is taken partly
from numerous mountiain streams, partly
from the Owens river, which carries
water enough to irrigate almost a mil-
lion actres of land. An English syndicate
intends to construct a big canal to con-
var. part of the water of the Owens river
1o a valley eouth of the Owens valley,
called Indian Wells valley. This valley
containg about 360,000 acres of good
government lacd, and will, after the
completion of eaid canal, will become
cus of the nicest countries in California.

In the upper part of Owens valley, in
Bizhup, the largest town of the valley,

* with a population of about 1000, are a
good numver of well-cultivated farms,
nud there is sach an abundance of water

* that on eome placea it ia actually
wasted,

Very nice settlements are algo in Big
Pive, in [dependendence. the county
pest, in George’s Creek, in Lone Pine,
all on the west eide of the river and
near Citrus and Alvord on the east side.

Stock raising is the principal occupa-
pation af the fsvmers in Owens valley,
and the horves look very fine. The
farmers in Bisnop carry besides horses
nlwo a good stock of milk cows. They
Lave recently paid special attention to
the butter and cheeee industry by start-
viv u creamery, and I believe this indus-
v« can, becauege of the abundance of
verv good food, be made a success, if
properiy managed., There are good

. upenings in the Owens valley for well

"trained butter and cheese manufactur-
era.

| Besides alfalfa they raisein the Owens
valley wheat, bearley, cats, corn and
vegetables. All these products grow to
verfection, and the deciduous fruits,
spples and pears, and also the grapes,
whtich bad been raieed there are of a

. very fine flavor and taste. Peaches and

_ apricots, etc., are a sure crop only in the

'*''southern part of the valley, but for

" grapes, wine and raisin grapes, there is

" hardly & better country in California.

§ A farmer told me he raised a bunch of
grapes last summer which weighed 11
pounds, The land along the Owens river

18 good for pasture. The higher located
. land is the best for alfalfa, fruit and
grapes. All the land containg more or
less goda, but the soda does not injure
. the crops where there is no water stand-

:.''ing on the land. The water can very

~ easily be drained off, as the land slopes
towards the river. Alfalfa yields from

_ 5 to 10 tous per acre in one season, corn

% pnd wheat about & ton. The prices for |

g'rtly jmrrovd_d land, including water
irrigation, variea from $10 to 1,80 per
re, rding to the quality. There is
government land in the |
which water can be bought

:’ A Healihy }loma for Half o Million | Tbe best mines which are operated at
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