Frasher's Macins, Femaoa

Independence Area of the High Sierra

ing the west wall of the Chwens River Vallev,

lay undisturbed , except for the sccasional ring-
ing of some lone prospecior’ s Ip-u:l-: againat hard
rock, or the echoing report of che rifle of a valley
sercler or hunter in search of “'ment.” Now, wath
good roads, and che automohiles, thousands of gty
dwellers spend cheir summer vacacions alomg the
fringe af rIl-:::, wondrous monntains.

Bur seeing rhe Siera from an auramahbile, wehele
H Ele:a:,an and often thrilling experience, gives but
a fine of the real beavey and grandeur of the hagh-
est mountain range in the United Sraces. To explore
the inpermast recesses, oo fish for troot m che e
cold warers of glacial streams, or to stand on a high
MOt E"-""". and look down on glistemng sce
helds bordering lakes of deepest blue, one muse
follow the rr.||ﬁ. to che lands of solioude,

To ride the trail on 8 sure<foored mooncain-bred
I'll.:-ﬁjl.!l to camp beside a virgin F'-lm:.-l;l'rr;li:d |.|I;|-,'|:'I Lk
sleep on g bed of boughs, two miles above the sea,
is an experience never to be forgotten,

Independence, the county sear of [nva county, is
a favorite starcing poine for those wuhlng o reach
the “hack councry’’ by a short and safe roore, Ar
chis 'I'\-|J.|:= The Towvrnsis Saddle and Pack Lix ETY

Ih‘ THE ald BLAZE cach -:|;|_l.': the k i!_r.h Sierra, form-

maintains one of the largest and best equipped pack
amd saddle eraing to be found in the Sierea.
Directly o the wese of Independence and abour
Afreen miles as the crow flies, is Ht:lnmrg{: Pass, For
OmE I:I_I"T:-' miles it is the lowese [pass J.l.m_g the
crest of the Sierra Mevada and is reached by an ex-
cellent trail, Afrer leaving Onion Valley, ar an
elevation of abour 2000 fecr, the rail h::is:lns 1m-
mediarely to zigzag up the precipitous slopes thar
T hn:rw:cn sevetal benches on which there are
3 doren or so of beauriful Alpine Inkes, excellent
plages ar which 1o camp, |1||I.||:| on account of che
rupged scenery and the pood trout Rshing which
ihe lakes afford. Within a few miles the rrail
reaches Kearsarge Pass an elevation of 11,813 feer
above sea level, Perhaps no pass in'the high Sierra
passesses 4 more sublime panorama, To che souch
and southwest is the craggy, serraced line of peaks
that torm the Kings™-Kern Divide—a view that
never ceases 1o fuscinate no matter how frequently
it may be seen :
Several miles west of Kedarsarge Pass one comes 1o
Bullfrog Lake, some 10,500 feer in elevation, a
pleasant location in which o camp for those who
arc fond of high altimdes. Fishing is good and the
view to the south wich the beauciful Ease Viderte in



